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HE following addreſs was 
the real admonition of a Fa- 
ther to his daughters, and drawn 
up with no other view but to ex- 
cite their attention to ſuch circum- 
ſtances as he thought eſlentially 
neceſſary to promoting their feli - 
city in a married ſlate. | 
Social happineſs, in the Author's 
eſtimation, is the greateſt of all 
carthly enjoyments; and if pro- 
perly improved, has a leading ten- 


dency to promote our eternal wel - 
fare. 
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fare. But how far the major part 
of its iphabitants are from obtain- 
ing that moſt deſirable bleſſing, he 


leaves the world to judge. 


ee ſets out on a journey 
to a diſtant place, firſt of all en- 
quires the road to it; and if there 


are any impediments, how he may 


avoid them, or paſs them with 


ſafety : Should he neglect this ne- 
ceſſary point, he may perhaps not 
only ſuffer great inconveniencies 


in the way, but probably never 


reach its end. How expedient 


then is it, in our ſetting out on ſo 


impor- 
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important a part of the journey of 
life, to enter on it with due con- 


Lit 


ſideration, and to proſecute it with 
an unremitted attention to thoſe 
circumſtances on which our hap- 


pineſs depends! 


Though the Author's original de- 
ſign in drawing up theſe advices 
was confined to the benefit of his 
own family, without the leaſt in- 
tention of communicating them to 
the public; and though he cannot 
pretend to have treated the ſubject 
equal to its importance, yet he 
hopes the general utility of his 


well- 
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iv PREFACE. 
well-meant attempt will be a ſuf: 
ficient apology to the candid 


reader for ſending it into the 


world. And if from behind the 
vail of obſcurity he has the plea- 
ſure to obſerve any good done by 
it, either in his own family, or any 
other, it will afford him an heart- 
felt ſatisfaction, and be an abun- 
dant recompenſe for his trouble, 


— . 
2 
- (6 = 

. * 


FAT HE RS ADVICE 


TO HIS 


TAUGHETER EL 


— 
3 


My DEAR CHILDREN, 


FEZXAS it is my earneſt deſire to 
5 A 5 be inſtrumental in pro- 
KTA moting your every hap- 
pineſs in your paſſage through life, 
I would now beg your attention to 
my paternal advice, reſpecting an 
affair which 1s doubtleſs one of the 
molt important of all our worldly 
tranſactions ; I mean that of enter- 

A ing 
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ing into matrimonial connections. 
"Tis really ſurpriſing that a ſtate, 
on which depends, under Provi- 
dence, all our real felicity in this 
world, ſhould be entered upon 
with ſo little conſideration, or con- 
ducted afterward with ſo little at- 
tention to thoſe circumſtances 
which are eſſentially necellary 6 to 
our happineſs in it. 


Moſt matches originate from 
two motives : a paſhonate regard 
for the. perſon, or worldly con- 
ſiderations. Neither of theſe are 
to be deſpiſed; but neither of 
them are ſufficient to procure real 
comfort; that lies deeper. 


As a woman, according to cuſ- 
tom, has not the privilege of 
* the firſt advances, ſhe 

ought 


oo Sax "8 
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ought carefully to improve her 
prerogative, through examining 
into the merit of the perſon who 
_ addreſſes her; and ſo refuſing or 
accepting his offers at diſcretion. 
Were this more carefully attended 
to, many unhappy matches might 
be prevented, 


Though 'tis a common obſerva- 
tion, that thoſe who are too ſcru- 
pulous and difficult to be pleaſed, 
ſeldom: marry, yet certainly a 
ſingle life is valtly preferable to 
an unhappy and unequal connec- 
tion: and therefore too much care 

can hardly be employed in ex- 
amining, whether you can find 
ſuch qualifications as are eſſential- 
ly neceſſary to matrimonial hap- 


pineſs. I don't mean that you 
1 B ſhould 
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ſhould look for perfection; that 
you will never find in human 
nature, even when rectified by the 
power of grace. You muſt till 
expect to marry a man, not an 
angel; otherwiſe you will be diſ- 
appointed. 


Should you in any future day 
have ſome advances made towards 
an offer of marriage, firſt conſider 
whether there are any apparently 
unpromifing circumſtances: if ſo, 
put an end to it at once, by declin- 
ing to enter into any treaty. Many 
a a woman has ſeen ſufficient reaſon 
at firſt to think a man not likely 
to make an agreeable huſband, 
who, by indulging an intimacy 
with him, has been caught in the 
trammels of love, and found her- 

ſelf 
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ſelf unable at laſt to refuſe him. 
Take particular care of that rock 
on which ſo many have been ſhip- 
wrecked. Should his perſon and 
addreſs be agreeable, the danger 
1s the greater. You will be apt to 
overlook his faults, or to flatter 
yourſelf that you ſhall be able to 
perſuade him to alter his conduct. 


If nothing apparent ſeems to 
forbid your encouraging his ad- 
dreſſes, ſtill don't be too haſty in 
it. Take due time to conſider 
and weigh every circumſtance ; 
leſt you ſhould at laſt be under the 
neceſſity of making a diſhonoura- 
ble retreat, or advancing to your 
ruin. 


I doubt not but your earneſt 
deſire is to follow the Apoſtle's 
B 2 advice, 
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advice, Be not unequally 
yoked. Tis a ſad caſe, to have 
a clog to your ſoul.” Examine 
whether you have reaſon to think 
him a truly pious man. Let that 
be your principal and firſt enquiry. 
But don't be ſatisſied with a good 
profeſſion only. Enquire whether 
the genuine fruits of the goſpel 
have appeared in thoſe relative 
capacities in which he has ſtood. 
If you dont find good fruit, you 
have reaſon to ſuſpe& the root. 
A dutiful ſon; a kind brother, or 
a faithful friend, is likely to make 
a good huſband. T hough all theſe 
excellencies may meet in one who 
1s not governed by the principles 
of grace; yet without ſuch evi- 
dences appearing in his prior life, 
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you have reaſon to conclude his 
Pofefficr1 is vain. 


A good natural diſpoſition 15 a 
very deſirable ingredient towards 
conſtituting nuptial happineſs. 

There are many circumſtances in 
your paſſage through life, which 
will call for an exerciſe of ſuch a 
temper, and make it appear to be 
highly valuable. As to perſonal 
accompliſhments, I may leave you 
to your own feelings. You are to 
blame if you marry a man 1 you 
cannot love, 


| Good ſenſe is a qualification 
you would certainly wiſh to find 
in your partner for life, and is un- 


doubtedly a jewel of ineſtimable 
value. | 


«© Good- 
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. Good ſenſe, which only is the gift of heav'n 3 
And tho' no ſcience, fairly worth the ſeven.” 
Pope. 


Worldly circumſtances are by 
no means to be overlooked; tho 
not to be the principal object of 
attention. A comfortable ſub- 
ſiſtence greatly contributes to con- 
nubial felicity; though tis not 
neceſlary to be rich to ſuch or fuch 
a degree. Therefore take care of 
a too ſordid attention to raiſing 
your fortune in the world; and 
by that means ſell every other en- 
joy ment to purchaſe it. This will 
be graſping a ſhadow, but loſing 
the ſubſtance in the end. Care is 
likewiſe expedient, that you don't 
in the warmth of affection by any 
means forget the abſolute conve- 
| niencies 
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niencies of life. Many have 
found, when too late, that tis 
poor living by love alone. 


Should you have an offer of 
marriage by a perſon much ſupe- 
rior to yourſelf in fortune, take 
care of your own heart. Examine 
cloſely, whether worldly motives 
don't inchne you to favour that 
which other more valuable con- 
ſiderations forbid. On the other 
ſide, ſhould his worldly circum- 
ſtances be low, but his character 
truly amiable, then examine ſe- 
riouſly, whether you are thorough» 
ly ſatisfied that you can ſubmit 
to live in every reſpect according 
to ſuch circumflances as you may 
be married into. Tis certainly 
in a great meaſure tempting God, 

to 
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to ruſh into ſuch a ſituation as you - 


have no reaſon to think you can 


be eaſy in; with only a naked de- 
| Fendence on Providence for a ſup- 

port, without any outward _ 
ow of it. let 


wm * acknowledge (and can 

ſpeak it from experience) that we 
are too much diſpoſed to diſtruſt, 
Providence, and to deſire to have 
our worldly portion as certain as 
poſſible. This proceeds from a 
principle of unbelief in the heart. 
Perhaps it may be better for us to 
be kept humble and dependent. 
But take care of preſumption: ſee 
that your way be clear, before you 
enter into ſuch circumſtances as 
may lead you into difficulties. 
When the Lord fed the children 
of 
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of Iſrael with manna in the wil- 
derneſs, and meraculoujly ſupplied 
their wants, it was by his imme- 
diate command, and under his 
ſpecial direction, they were in that 
ſituation. A diſtruſtful anxious 
care, and a ſinful preſumption, 
are oppolite extremes of tempta- 
tion which you may be liable to 
fall into. May the Lord preſerve 
you from both ! 


After all, be careful not to for- 
get ſeeking direction from above. 
Be no ſtrangers at the throne of 
grace at any ſeaſon, but more eſ- 
pecially when a matter of ſo great 
importance is before you. Tis 
no wonder if thoſe who depend 
on their own wiſdom, are left to 
feel the woeful effects of their 
C folly. 
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folly. May the God of all grace 
direct you into ſuch circumſtances 
as ſhall beſt promote your tempo- 
ral and eternal welfare ! 


Il you are ſo happy as to be di- 


rected to an object worthy of your 
affection, elteem it a gr eat mercy ; 


be thankful to God for it: and 


endeavour by all proper and pru- 
dent means to cultivate and im- 


prove that affection he has con- 


ceived for you. Be ſure to avoid 
every action that may give uneaſi- 
neſs on reflection; but let your 
whole conduct be agreeable to the 


folemnity of that ſtate you are de- 
ſigning to enter upon. Carefully 
avoid every thing that looks like 


a want of love and eſteem for him 
who 


To inis DAUGHTERS. 13 


who ought to be the object of 
both; at the ſame time take care 
of ſhewing any fooliſh and undue 
fondneſs, or indulging any thing 
that can merit cenſure. 


Should you ever arrive at that 
important period of actually en- 
gaging in a married ſtate, tis a 
matter of the utmoſt conſequence 
to weigh with becoming delibera- 
tion, in what manner to conduct 
yourſelf towards your huſband, 
ſo as to continue that affection he 
has conceived for you; and, if 
poſſible, to heighten the warmth of 
love into a well- grounded eſteem, 
and ſource of generous and mutual 
friendſhip. Believe me, my dear 
children, tis for want of this 
conſideration, that even the honey- 

C 2 moon 
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moon itſelf is ſo often ſullied on 
a ſudden with clouds.* 


© Every buſineſs or profeſſion in 
which mankind are engaged, ts 


ſtudied 


„ Say, mighty love, and teach my ſong, 


To whom the ſweeteſt joys belong, 


And who the happy pairs, 
«© Whoſe yielding hearts, and joining hands, 


„Find bleſſings twiſted with their bands, 


To ſoften all their cares. 


CT vo kindeſt fouls alone muft meet ; ® 
«© *Tis friendſhip makes the bondage ſweet, 


& And feeds their mutual loves: 
« Bright Venus on her rolling throne 


46 iYfws by gentleſt birds alone, 


« And Cupids yoke the doves. 


„Happy the youth who finds the bride 


« Whole mind is to his own ally'd, 
«© The ſweeteſt joy of life: 


& But oh the crowds of wretched ſouls 
Fetter d to thoſe of different moulds, 


e And chain'd to endleſs firife !” 
| Watts. 
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ſtudied as a ſcience; and the ut- 
moſt endeavours are employed to 
obtain that degree of knowledge 
which is needful to attain the pur- 
poſe for which they engage in it. 
Is it not as expedient, think you 
then, to ſtudy the ceconomy of a 
married life, in order to gain that 
bliſs which a conjugal ſtate was 
ordained to promote ? But, alas ! 
very few are diſpoled to govern 
their deportment by any rules or 
pre- conſideration at all reſpecting 
this momentous affair ; but ruſh 
heedleſsly ontothe baneful deſtruc- 
tion of all their expected comfort. 


I ſuppoſe, if ever you enter into 
a ſtate of wedlock, it will be with 
high expectations of happineſs in 
it. Then don't become guilty of 


2 
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felf-murder, by wilfully deſtroying 
your owti eaſe, I am well per- 
ſuaded, many more women might 
be happy in a married ſtate, than 
are ſo, notwithſtanding the various 
imperfections of men, did they 
but purſue right meaſures to obtain 
it. Here I doubt your patience 
will hardly hold out whilſt I free- 
ly give you my advice on this criti- 
cal part of my addreſs; as you will 
perhaps think me partial. But 
conſider, my good girls, I am talk- 
ing to women, and not to men. 
You are not to meaſure your line 
of duty by another's performance: 
for whatever others do, you are to 
aim at doing right ; and the more 
your huſband fails in his province, 
the more earneſt ſhould be your 


ende av ours to prevent the ill con- 
. ſequences 
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ſequences of it. The Apoſtle gives 
yauan excellent rule: Be not over- 
come of evil, but overcome evil with 
good. 


Should a kind Providence bleſs 
you with a religious huſband, you 
are almoſt out of danger. Yet 
even in that caſe a proper pru- 
dential behaviour is neceſſary on 
your part. No man, whoſe con- 
duct is governed by the principles 
of religion, can ever be intent ion- 
ally a bad hufband. But as hu- 
man frailty i is never wholly ſub- 
dued in the preſent ſtate, depraved 


even in the beſt of men, who at 
the moſt are ſanctified but in part. 
You will certainly find ſomething 
to exerciſe patience and forbearan ca. 
| A lit- 
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A little good nature, and taking 
no notice of a peeviſh word, may 
often prevent a diſagreeable al- 
tercation. A /oft anſwer, faith So- 
lomon, turneth away wrath ; but 
grievous words flirreth up evil. Be 
fure take great care of puting a 
wrong conſtruction on his words 
or actions: always take them in 
the beſt ſenſe they'll bear. Many 
a woman has made herſelf unhap- 
Py on account of ſuch things as 
her huſband never thought of i in- 
juring her by in the leaſt Pune. 
tilio. 


. Make it your ſtudy to pleaſe in 
all things. This ſeldom fails of 
tucceſs. Not only deſire that your 
whole conduct may be agreeable 
to — huſband, but endeavour to 


e make 
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make it ſo. Study his temper, 
and endeavour to be as conforma- 
ble to it as poflible. Tis ſeldom 
married people differ much about 
their principal concerns ; but often 
fall into warm debates about tri- 
fles, or perhaps non-entities. I 
have heard a well - atteſted account 
of a couple who diſputed ſo vio- 
lently about the management of 
their children, though there was no 
viſible proſpect they would ever 
have any, that it iſſued in a total 
feparation. I hope I have no need 
to caution you againſt fuch folly. 


A very common origin of matri- 
monial unhappineſs is a diſagree- 
ment about ſuperiority. Women, in 
general, never frofe/s a deſire to go- 
vern their hufbands : but too many 

D diſcover 
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diſcover a great diſinclination to 
ſubmit to that degree of authority 
in a huſband, which is abſolutely 
neceſſary to maintain a due family 
ſubordination. This is a great 
failing. | 
% Aſpiring to be Gods if Angels fell, 
Appiring to be Angels Men rebel.“ 
Popx. 


Tis proper for every member 
of a community to keep to that ſta- 
tion in which Providence has pla- 
ced them; otherwiſe confuſion 
muſt enſue. There is not a ſhip 
that ſails upon the ocean but has 
its captain. Every woman will 
allow this: but the great diffi- 
culty lies in drawing the line. 
How far ſcriptural precepts are to 

be underſtood literally, I would 
rather 
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rather leave you to judge, than take 
upon me to determine. However, 
I by no means think they were 
ever intended to eſtabliſh a tyran- 
nical government in man. Thy 
defire ſhall be to thy huſband, and he 
Jhall rule over thee. Ihe head of the 
woman us the man.—Wives, ſubmit 
yourſelves unto your own huſbands, 
Theſe, and many other expreſſions 
of a like kind, evidently inculcate 
a neceſlity of a due ſubordination. 
All good government is inflituted 
for the benefit of the governed: ſo 
a due family ſubordination tends 
to promote the eaſe and comfort of 
every branch of it. 


Don't be above conſulting your 
huſband, even in trifling affairs: 
but in matters of greater conſe- 

D 2 quence 
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quence be ſure you do nothing 


without his approbation. The 
more confidence you place in him, 
the more it will endear you to him. 
Should you ſometimes be of a con- 
trary opinion to his, enter into no 
violent debates; but if you can- 
not in the ſpirit of love convince 
him you are right, not only with 
beconiing patience, but with all poſ- 
ible good humour too, ſubmit to 


„ 


| As there are many difficulties in 
life, like ſo many rough ſtorms on 
the tempeſtuous ocean, which your 
huſband may be called to encoun- 
ter with, let home be a deſirable ha- 
ven of reſt to him. Sympathize with 
him in all his troubles ; and endea- 
vour to | Kher Balm to every 
| wound. 
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wound. Remember the words of 
the wiſe man, and let it be your 
deſire to act accordingly : A fatth- 
ful friend is the medicine of life; and 
he that feureii the Lord ſhall find 
him. Prove ſuch to your huſband, 
and I hope you'll meet a ſuitable 
return. 


Various other hints, equally in- 
tereſting and important, might be 
ſubjoined, but I fear you'll think 
me tedious; therefore I ſhall con- 
clude this part of my ſubject with 
the Apoſtle's advice and benedic- 
tion; which I think contains an 
epitome of all that can poſſibly be 
laid on it. Be of one mind, live in 
peace ; and the God of love and peace 
fall be with you. 

I have hitherto given you my 
advice, as to your conduct in a 
married 
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married ſtate, on a ſuppoſition that 
Providence may bleſs you with a 
huſband whois under the influence 
of divine grace, and 1s, upon the. 
whole, of a good natural temper ; 
though in a ſtate of imperfection as 
to the exerciſe of both. Patience 
implies /uffering. So, whenever a 
woman is called to the exerciſe of 
that virtue, 'tis an intimation that 
natural corruption 1s not wholly 
ſubdued in her huſband. A mar- 
ried life at beft is like the ſummer 
months; many days are becloud- 
ed, and probably ruffled by ſtorms; 
yet, upon the whole, the weather is 
fair, and {ky ſerene; and ſo well 
adapted to the production of Plea: 

fant and wholeſome fruit. 


Were we always in a calm, and 
every circumſtance round about us 
agreeable, 
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agreeable, we might be inclined to 
wiſh the preſent world to be our 
abiding place, and to ſay, It is good 
for us to be here. 


Suppoſe, inſtead of ſuch pleaſ- 
ing ſcenes your lot ſhould be a moſt 
melancholy one; which may a 

gracious God forbid! After all 
your care you may be totally de- 
ceived and diſappointed. Inſtead 
of a religious huſband you may be 
married toa man totally void of eve- 
ry principle of grace in his heart, 
and an utter ſtranger to every de- 
gree of the influence of it in his life. 
He may be not only void of all re- 
ligion, but given up to every vice; 
a churl in his diſpoſition; and in- 
clined to abuſe you, Nabal like, on 
every occaſion, (Such a caſe I 
| have 


os 
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have known, where there were 
high expections of a happy mar- 
riage.) Theſe are trying events 
indeed; a mol melancholy fitua- | 


tion ! ! 


Well! but what muſt a woman 
doin fuch a caſe as this, ſay you? 
Why, treat him as he deſerves; 
pay him in his own coin, ſays na- 
ture. Hold! not ſo, replies grace. 
You are now called to cultivate 
the peculiar and genuine ſpirit of 
the goſpel. Hear the ſentiments 
of our Bleſſed Lord and his Apoſ- 
tles, and let them be the ſtandard 


Iz of your conduct. Bleſs them who 


curſe you, do good to them who hate 
vou, and pray for them who defpite- 


Fully uſe you. —Recompence to no 
man evil for coil, —tt is better that 


you 
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ou lis 72 fer. well- doing. than Fa 
evil doing. 


Let it be your earneſt deſire, 
and conftant endeavour, to imitate 
the pattern, and follow the example 
of your divine Saviour ; who, when 
he was reviled, reviled not again: 
when he fuffered, he threatened not: 
but committed himſelf to him who 
Judgeth righteoufly. Fly for refuge 
to the merey-ſeat : feek for direc- 
tion, ſupport, and conſolation 
there, and commit your injured 
cauſe to God, thus unfolding your 
troubled breaſt : ** Bleſfed Lord! 
Thou haſt ſeen my affliction and 
* my pain: thou haſt heard my 
<'oroans, and haſt not been a 
* ſtranger to the occaſion of my 


* tears. Thou knoweſt what wear1- 
E © ſome 


— — — _ Mme — . ꝛU—ͤ—ͤ— A 
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« ſome days and painful nights 


* haye been appointed unto me; 
te what waves of woe, and billiws 
* of trouble have gone over me; 
* ſo that my ſpirit hath been over- 
e whelmed, and my ſoul almoſt 
* refuſed to be comforted. And 
* now, my gracious Father, ſhew 
«me, I beſeech thee, wherefore 
© thou thus contendeſt with me; 
and grant me a ſanctified im- 
te provement of this ſore affliction. 
* Enable me ſo to behave under 
* it, that I may not diſhonour the 
e name of my Redeemer, nor act 
e unworthy of my chriſtian pro- 
& feſſion. Whilſt I am under the 
e preſſure of outward troubles; 
* grant me, O Lord, the inward 
* conſolations of thy holy Spirit; 
* and give me, Ibeſeech thee, ſome 
| 66 ** CXPC- 
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te experience of thoſe ſweet re- 
« freſhments of ſoul which ariſe 
« from thence. If thou doſt not, 
in thine infinite wiſdom, lee fit 
© to work out a deliverance for 
te me, give me patience and ſup- 
port under it; and bring me at 
* laſt out of this furnace, as gold 
* ſeven times refined in the fire 
** of purification.” 


In ſome ſuch manner as this, I 
ſay, ſpread your caſe before the 
Almighty. Ceaſe not to call upon 
him who is ſtrong for ſtrength ; 
and whoſe grace is ſufficient to 
help you in every time of need. 
He has healing balm for every 
wound, and chearing cordials -for 
the dejected ſoul. The Lord leads 
his people forth by the right way, 


though to them it often ſeems a 
E 2 Wwearts 
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wearifome road. Though clouds and 


| darfineſs are round about him, 
I righteouſneſs and truth are the ha- 
bitation of his throne. If you 
have any comfortable evidence 
that the Lord is your God in a 
pecutrar lenſe, then you have a 
| gracious promiſe, that all things 
hall work together for your 
good; and you may fervently 
plead with your heavenly Futher, 
* Remember, Lord, thy word, on 
r eee cauſed * ſervant 
| to hope.” 
1 ee eben towards your 
huſband, recollect what I have 
told you already: the more he 
fails in his duty, "he more earneſt 
thould be your endeavours to dif- 
chargeevery part of your's. Bear 
his * failings With patience : 


and 
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and when he is guilty of greater 
faults, try every method to reclaim 
him, rather than proceed to bitter 
invectives. Believe me, a ſilent 
tear, if he has any ſenſibility left, 
will avail more than all the re- 
proaches you can load him with. 
If ſuch treatment does not ſucceed, 
to effect an alteration for the better 
in your huſband, it will certainly 
be a ſatisfaction to your own mind; 
and prevent that ſelf. reflection 
which may proceed from entering 
into any violent diſputes. - a 
multitude of words there wanteth 
not in. Tis very difficult, when 
the paſſions are heated, to keep 
within due bounds. Therefore, 
take care to keep peace in your 
own breaſt, when ſtorms and tem- 
peſts reign without, 


I doubt. 
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I doubt you'll fay this is very 
good advice; but who can follow 
it? 'tis contrary to the nature of 
woman. You may as well adviſe 
the ſea to be ſtil, even in the 
midſt of ſtorms, This I know 
very well: tis not in the power of 
nature. But the ſame all-power- 
ful word which huſh'd the raging 
waves, and ſaid, Peace, be ſtill, can 
calm all the unruly paſſions of 
your ſoul ; and enable you to with- 
ſtand all external tempeſts like an 
immoveable rock. Under all your 
trials let this be your conſolation, 
that there is a land of everlaſting 
reſt, where the inhabitant will 
never ſay, I am ſick, and where 
ſin or ſorrow will never enter, and 
the Lord will wipe away all tears 
from your eyes. Therefore, what- - 
ever 


2 
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ever your trials are, be Nedfaſt, un- 


moveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, foraſmuch as ye 
know that your labour is not in vain 


in the Lord. 


Thus, my dear children, I have 
endeavoured to give you a word 
of exhortation, which, if attended 
to, may, by the bleſſing of God, 
be of advantage to you when your 
poor father is laid in the duſt. 
Let not the many and great im- 
perfections you have ſeen in me 
prejudice you againſt my counſel, 
which proceeds from an heart. felt 
deſire to promote your preſent 
comfort, and eternal happineſs. 
Compare the whole with the word 
of God, that never- erring rule of 
duty; and as far as you find it 

agree 
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agree therewith, follow it; and 
where vou find it otherwile, re- 
ee It; - 1 
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